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Pastor’s Page
Just yesterday I found a file of all of my correspondence with the Search Committee in 1990.
The first letter is January 15, 1990:
Dear Rev. Moran,
The Pastoral Search Committee has received your profile from the Conference Office.
Enclosed you will find a brief description of our congregation and our perception about the
future ministerial needs we have identified. Please review our statement and indicate to us in
writing within two weeks your interest in being considered further for this position. Please
respond to Virginia Armstrong.
Cordially,
John R. Owen
By March the tone had greatly improved – the letter began “Dear Mike” and was signed
“Our best to you and your family, John, Judy, Sue, Ginny, Ellen”
It only got better from there.
Years later I would be holding John Owen’s hand when he drew his final breath. One of the
last things he said to me was, “We did a good job.”
I can’t possibly list all the deep, rich, and rewarding relationships we have enjoyed within the
community of our church. But the Pastoral Search Committee was a great cross section of
the congregation and a genuine representation of the wonderful spirit that would bless our
lives here. Other members of the committee included Sue Angell, Ellen Smith, Margaret
Chase, Ginny Armstrong, Jennifer Sacca, Judy Packard, Richard Neubauer, Donald P. Tutson,
Jan Kamm, and John Wittmann.
Looking at that list, John Owen, Sue, Ginny, and Don have gone to their eternal reward;
Margaret, Jennifer, Judy, Rich and Jan have relocated, Ellen was my co-worker for 27 years
until she moved to the Cape, and only John Wittmann is left to take responsibility for my hiring
and tenure – and no one has done more to make my tenure successful; John has held
almost every volunteer leadership position in the congregation and has always been a
trusted friend and a tireless worker.
Pops Staples wrote a song with this tag-line:
Looking back now I see,
Somebody was watching over me.
I share that sentiment 100% and know that in the future that “Somebody” will keep an eye
out not just for a retired pastor and his family, but for a church that has been a loyal
congregation for over 300 years and still has exciting challenges of discipleship and mission in
the future. Shalom dear friends, have peace; we’ll see you again, have peace.
Rev. Michael Moran
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 3

Worship Service – Communion

10:00 AM

June 8

Healing Circle

See page 10

June 10

Worship Service
Baccalaureate Sunday / Acolyte Recognition
All-Church Picnic

10:00 AM
See page 7
See page 12

June 16

Men’s Breakfast

See page 10

June 17

Worship Service

10:00 AM

June 20

Baby Bundles Distribution

See page 17

June 24

Worship Service
Youth Group Meeting – Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM
5:00 PM

July 1

Worship Service – Communion
Rev. Moran’s Retirement Luncheon

10:00 AM
See page 4

July 8

Worship Service

10:00 AM

July 13

Healing Circle

See page 10

July 15

Worship Service

10:00 AM

Prayers
Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request
during the week, or to alert the pastor to a
need or a member you have not seen in
church for a while is asked to call the
church office at 860-354-8232. We have
an answering service, so you can call at
your convenience, anytime day or night.
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**********************************************************************************************
**********************************************************************************************

We invite you to join in the
Retirement Celebration of

Reverend Michael J. Moran
And his 28 years of faithful service to the
First Congregational Church of New Milford
Sunday July 1, 2018
Church Service at 10am
Lunch immediately following at St. John’s Episcopal
Church Hall (next door)
BYOB
There is no cost for this event, but we ask that you
RSVP no later than June 1, 2018 to
church@nmchurch.org or call the church office
860-354-8232
We sincerely hope you can join us!
**********************************************************************************************
**********************************************************************************************
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Deacon’s Bench
I want to thank my fellow Deacons for a life-long "warm fuzzy”! It was an honor and a
privilege to be picked to be a Deacon of this church. It was an honor to work with my fellow
Deacons since 2014, and help support and serve this congregation.
I really find it amazing that a group of different personalities, and thoughts, can unite
together with one goal in mind, which is to assist in the preparation and administration of the
church services, with our current pastor Mike Moran, and to help with communion, baptisms,
and any special services that we have. When there is a goal that you are striving for, all
people unite as a team, and work towards attaining that goal. In the process you get to
know the others, and it is a wonderful feeling to know that you can count on others to have
your back and care for you!
This is why I am sure that our church will live and breathe and move onwards, both growing
and prospering, as we find a new pastor to lead us into our future. This will give us the
opportunity to unite together as a congregation, and find out exactly what we want and
need as a church. We will be better for this change and feel closer to one another.
I look onward down the road and feel totally confident in the leadership of our Deacons,
and that they will help us to be both better and closer. I now have a "warm fuzzy"
feeling....thanks !!!
Bob Quimby
For the Board of Deacons

Board of Trustees
After dedicating nearly 13 months and ultimately selecting Mike Moran as our new senior
pastor, it was time for the search committee to get about the business of making all things
ready for his arrival. There were many things to accomplish before he and Eileen arrived, and
my jobs were to work on his compensation package and be sure that the parsonage was
gone over, from roof to basement, after the departure of our beloved Russ and Helen Ayre.
While the parsonage was in good shape, it was nevertheless in desperate need of freshening
up with new paint, refinishing wood floors, caulking and sealing around the kitchen and
bathroom, and so on. What we discovered along the way, was the extent of the little things
one couldn’t see that neither Russ nor Helen would ever complain about so as to not bother
the Trustees.
Those discoveries, along with the amount of labor needed to get all repairs and updates
done, required bringing together two teams: Team 1 - Maintenance & Repairs, and Team 2 –
Cleaning, Painting & Refinishing. While I worked on rounding up volunteers to tackle Team 1
maintenance, John and Janice Tower assembled and supervised Team 2. What wasn’t
known by me at the time, was that the parsonage was to become a dear and sometimes
troubling friend over the entire span of Mike’s tenure and beyond.
John and Jan’s team did a magnificent job that culminated in having the chestnut wood
floors professionally sanded, sealed, and finished to near original appearance. I can still
clearly picture Becky Tanner (with the patience of a saint) painting the spindles on the

stairway to the second floor. And John and Jan outfitted everyone with painter’s hats,
gloves, and everything needed to look like an A1 contracting company. I wish that I had
thought to keep a camera by my side.
Janet and I realized that the amount of work, and the looming deadline of when Mike and
Eileen would be here, required far more than after-hours labor could handle. So, I got
permission to take 3 consecutive weeks off from work and it was one of the best and most
rewarding decisions that I’ve made.
Along with the long hours and intense labor from both teams, there were many light
moments and downright funny happenings along the way:
 The neighbors next door were absolutely certain that either my buddy Don Tutson Sr.
or I was the next minister of the church because we were there so often, both early
mornings and late at night. But then the flood gate of people opened and the side
door by the driveway became like a turnstile at a subway station, so they gave up
wondering.
 Rusty Pond was lovingly named the “Chain Saw from Hell” by Rich Neubauer. Rusty’s
original job was to trim the shrubs and trees around the house to open it up to more
light and air movement. But there was focus and intensity once Rusty pulled on the
starter rope, and that sparkle in his eyes turned into several tanks of gas and I believe
a sharpened chain or two. There was no stopping him! The outcome was the right
one, and Rusty continued for many years to apply the same keen eye around all of
the church-owned property.
 Then there was that golf cart in the far left garage bay. It was a piece of junk, but
what to do with it? We had a large dumpster in the back of the driveway, but unlike
many newer dumpsters it did not have a door at one end so that we could push it in.
I’m uncertain now who came up with the absolutely insane idea of building a ramp,
attaching a long and sturdy rope to the cart, and hook the other end of the rope to
the strongest car or truck on the property. I will never lose the vision of that cart flying
several feet over the dumpster and landing dead center. That episode was nuts but
also a whole lot of fun.
 At some point during the length of the project, there was one day with torrential rains
and we discovered a gusher coming out of the stone basement wall in the unfinished
area. I wish that I could remember (and perhaps whomever reads this can enlighten
me) the two guys reenacting the little Dutch boy with his finger in the dyke. These
intrepid souls had wads of hydraulic cement cupped in their hands and pressed
against the wall. It stopped the leaking, but that’s another lost picture because of no
camera.
The entire endeavor actually took about a month and a half, and if memory serves me
correctly, we had upwards of 25 people working at one time or another. The project was
officially complete when Rich and Cindy Fink volunteered to host an open house after
Sunday church services. There was another couple who also volunteered and our readers will
have to remind me who they were. The parsonage was now truly a showplace.
Thank you, Mike and Eileen, for taking such good care of your home and for all of the
wonderful things you have added to make it so appealing. When you first walked through
the door, your joyful reaction made all of the volunteers’ efforts worthwhile.
John Wittmann, Chair
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Music Committee
June 24 is Choir Sunday, when we recognize the church’s music program and participants.
Although that is normally the final Sunday the Senior Choir performs before the summer
break, this year the choir will also sing on July 1 to mark Mike Moran’s final Sunday as our
minister.
The Music Committee extends its thanks to all Senior Choir members for their hard work during
this year. Choir members rehearse at least two hours weekly in addition to performing at
most services and occasional special events. Preparation for the Christmas Concert adds
rehearsal time for two months in the fall.
Thanks also to the members of the Village Ringers Bell Choir. The Bell Choir practices for 90
minutes weekly to play at occasional services and for the Christmas Concert.
Thanks to Sarah Fay, Music Director, and Sarah Albright, Bell Choir Director, for their
leadership of our choirs and providing outstanding music at our services. Our church is lucky
to have these dedicated people directing our music program.
Both choirs will resume rehearsals in September. We invite new members to join. If you would
like more information about our choirs, contact musicdirector@nmchurch.org or contact the
church office.
Dave Elmore, Chair

Baccalaureate Sunday
Baccalaureate Sunday will be June 10th. The office would like to have the name of anyone
in your family who will be graduating with high school, college, or advanced degrees.
Please send their names, schools, and degrees to Nicole at nhenderson@nmchurch.org by
June 3rd.
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Pledges
Many activities take a break for the summer, but the church remains open, and continues to
incur expenses – salaries, electricity, water, etc. Please be sure to stay current with your
pledges. If you’re not able to attend the Sunday service, your pledge can be mailed to the
church office. Thank you!

Social Concerns and Missions Committee
We had a very productive year this year with Social Concerns and Missions. We have made
the congregation aware of several UCC Missions and have had record giving! Thank you all!
In the summer months, we will be planning the next church calendar year, which will be an
important one given all of the change we will experience. Our hope is that the SC&M
Committee will be more active than ever, not only for the good it can produce, but to help
us bond and stay connected as a church.
The UCC provides us some wonderful resources for worldwide and national missions. We will
continue to utilize these, but want to include more local mission. Do you have a local mission
or social issue that you think we should work on as a committee and a church? Let us know!
We look forward to your input!

CWS TOOLS
Be a partner in the heavy lifting.
Father’s Day is June 17
Our church is again this year sponsoring Tools for Father’s Day through Church World Service.
This important program helps those burdened by poverty to help them by putting the right
tools in their eager and willing hands. We will have Father’s Day cards available at Coffee
Hour on June 3 and June 10 for a donation of $10.00. Make your gift in honor or in memory of
your father, grandfather or another special man in your life. Please make your check
payable to First Congregational Church.
Dan Martin, Chair
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Confirmation
On the first Sunday in May we celebrated the confirmation of:
Ella Abigail Andrews
Timothy Bensema
Quinn William Danvers
Abigail Morgan Davis
Victoria Maria Gentile
Emma May Henderson
Deanna Jackson

Ruby Kaylin McSherry
Bronwyn Gardner Metz
Stephen Terry Mayer
Philip Joseph Passero IV
Colin Robert Swinford
Parker Allen Swinford

Please go to page 23 to read brief biographies of our confirmands. Congratulations to them
and to their families on this important milestone!

Raise the Roof Campaign
Many companies provide matching gifts for donations that their employees make to
charities; however, religious communities are often excluded from this. The Connecticut
Community Foundation, whose mission is to support organizations in Litchfield County and
the Northwest Hills, has established a non-secular donation site to which businesses are able
to make matching contributions. If your employer offers a matching gift benefit, please
explore this method of supporting our fundraising campaign. An on-line form can be found
at www.donatenow.networkforgood.org/first-church-new-milford
To date, we have received pledges from 88 households in our congregation. These pledges,
combined with one-time gifts from friends of the church, total almost $360,000. Of this,
$261,000 has been invested for us by the Investment Committee, so that it can earn some
interest until the funds are needed to begin work on the project.
We have had a number of fun and exciting events to raise awareness in the community, and
more are being planned. Next up: our youth will be creating an area in front of the church
during Village Fair Days, with all proceeds to benefit the campaign. Be sure to check it out!
Janet Wittmann

Baptisms
May 6, 2018 by Rev. Moran
Aydan David Andrews, son of David and Nicole Andrews
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Nominating Committee

Another wonderful year of filling committees. To all those people going off a committee - we
thank you for your time and your service. To all those people joining a committee - we
welcome you, and wish you a pleasant time uniting yourself with the others on the
committee already. May the experience be a rewarding one.
The following new officers and committee members were approved at the Spring Meeting:
Moderator – Susan Chapin
Vice Moderator – Mike Curley
Deacons – Joan Vill, Lynn Holcomb
Trustees – Doug Williams
Book of Remembrance – Judy York, Nick Pouder
Fellowship – Doris Papp, Tracey Baranowski, Becky Sanders
Flowers – Debbie Poole
Investment – Ken Papp
Social Concerns & Missions – Michelle McDonell, Karen Hapke, Ed Johnson
Stewardship – Bob Quimby
Ushers – Nick Pouder
Communications – Mike Bensema
Thank you all, and have a great summer.
Bob Quimby

Men’s Breakfast
Come on out to Men’s Breakfast on June 16. We cook at 7:45
and dish up around 8:30; we welcome guests and pot-luck
contributions. If you would like to receive an email reminder,
contact revmoran@nmchurch.org
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A.Russell Ayre Scholarship Committee
The A. Russell Ayre Scholarship Committee is proud to announce awarding (11) scholarships
to students from our Church and the New Milford community. These students are focused,
hard-working, and have shown a commitment to helping others. Please join us in
congratulating the 2018 recipients:
Rachel Allen
Dillon Ash
Nawal Elmahy
Elizabeth Grabner
Lindsay Krauss
Lukas Kugler

Morgan Leclair
Noah Lovejoy
Jacob Meadows
Juliana Sopko
Nicolas Vivian

Funds to provide these scholarships comes from gifts in honor of or in memory of persons
important to the donors. These are acknowledged during the worship services in May and
November. In addition, our large fundraiser each year is the tag sale, held during Village
Fair Days at the end of July. As you do your spring cleaning, please keep this in mind – we
will gladly accept your household items, games, toys, sports gear, and books. Please – no
clothing or electronics. More information will be provided as the time grows closer. Thank
you for your support!

Lawn Mowing Sign-up
The Trustees have asked for volunteers to mow our very limited lawn area each weekend
from April through October. The sign-up sheet is on a clipboard on the hutch outside of the
side entrance - please consider signing up for one weekend. This effort saves the church
quite a bit of money each summer. Volunteers will be sent a reminder of the date they have
chosen. Thank you to all that have already signed up! The Trustees are still in need of a few
more volunteers to mow our church lawn. Please see Cary Westfall with any questions.
Thank you for helping to keep our church grounds inviting!
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It's Church Picnic Time Again!!!

When: Sunday, June 10th, right after the service
Where: On the Green, directly opposite the church
What to bring: A side dish to share and a lawn chair
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided.
Games hosted by the CE Committee.
And returning for the 3rd year in a row is our corn hole contest!! Don't miss it!
Hope to see you there!

Offerings / Pledges
For those of you who checked off on your pledge form that you wanted envelopes, they are
in the back of the Sanctuary. In addition, annual contribution statements have been
mailed. If you have any questions regarding your General Fund giving, feel free to email
Deb Staib, Financial Secretary financial@nmchurch.org; for Raise the Roof contribution
questions, please contact Evelyn LeCates treasurer@nmchurch.org.

Healing Circle
Healing Circle will be held the second Friday of every month. The next meetings will be on
June 8, July 13, and August 10 in the Auditorium of the Parish House. This healing circle is free
of charge, and open to all.
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Church Lady Bakers
Mmmmm! We’ve been busy making and
freezing our famous pies so that they’ll be
ready for Village Fair Days! Be sure to stop
by the tent in front of the church on July 27
or 28 to enjoy our completely made-fromscratch pies. Choose from apple, cherry,
blueberry, strawberry-rhubarb, and mixed
berry. Buy by the slice or an entire pie. We
always sell out, so if you would like to place
an order, or if you prefer to purchase a
frozen pie that you can bake at your
convenience,
please
contact
Jan
Wittmann at steeple@nmchurch.org or
860-355-1634.

Constant Contact
The Board of Deacons publishes an e-mail newsletter periodically to the congregation. The
First Congregational Church of New Milford Happenings tries to highlight upcoming events
and dates within the church. It does not replace the content of The Steeple sent to you via
the U.S. Postal Service. If you currently do not currently receive this via e-mail and would like
to, please e-mail fccnm10@gmail.com to be added to the mailing list, or call the church
office with your updated e-mail address. Thank you.
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Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday, May 27, memorials given to the Book of Remembrance by our church family and
friends were dedicated in memory of those dearest to their hearts. Contributions are put into
a special fund and are used to enhance the beauty of the church and its spiritual ministry.
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

In Loving Memory of:

Given by:

Charles H. Aldrich, Jr.

Thelma O. Aldrich

Frederick N. Aldrich

Thelma O. Aldrich

Carol Barnhart

Charlotte Bostwick

Carol Barnhart

Lorraine A. Malone

Bill Barnhart

Charlotte Bostwick

Bonnie E. Blackman

Lorraine A. Malone

James L. Bueide

Bueide Family

Clarence and Vi Burden

Doris and Rutledge Curtiss

Clifford C. Chapin

Sally Spring Rinehart

Glenn S. Curtiss

Doris and Rutledge Curtiss

Margie and John Farrelly

Barbara McGiver

Josephine Fowler

Jim and Judy York

Richard Fowler

Jim and Judy York

Stephen Fowler

Jim and Judy York

Constance Frost

Judy Stevens

Evelyn and Albert Hipp

Marjorie A. Landry
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In Loving Memory of:

Given by:

Agnes and Sam Knowles

Barbara McGiver

Ethel Kranepool

Barbara McGiver

Cynthia Landry

Marjorie Landry

Elizabeth and Roger Lockwood

Barbara McGiver

Emma McKittrick

Barbara McGiver

Rev. Dr. G. Barrett Rich

Barbara McGiver

Carol Richardson

Lulu M. Vivona

Carol Richardson

Midwest Air Traffic Control Services

Carol Richardson

Laura Vivola

Carol Richardson

Sharon Swanson

Carol Richardson

Jeffrey and Deborah Foshay

Carol Richardson

Lorraine A. Malone

Carol Richardson

Gordon and Jean Ritchie

Ella and Wesley Schultz

Faith and Daniel Perkins

John H. Strain

Barbara McGiver

Lillian A. Strain

Barbara McGiver

Norman Terry

Susan Chapin

Irma M. Vuille

Marilyn Lieff

Donald H. Westerberg

Linnea and John-Michael Engles

Evelyn York

Jim and Judy York

Gerald York

Jim and Judy York

In Loving Memory of:

Given by the Estates of:

Toky VanAsch VanWyck

Maurits and Martin VanAsch VanWyck

The Wells Family

Fred and Marion Warman

Sunday Bulletin Deadline
Articles are due to Nicole Henderson nhenderson@nmchurch.org by Tuesday for the weekly
Parish Notes.
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Investment Committee
Over the history of our church, many members have chosen to give legacy gifts through their
wills. These funds are primarily what has built our invested funds over the generations. These
gifts are an important source of funds for the church.
The committee reminds members that you can donate stocks or other appreciated assets to
the church instead of cash. Gift of highly appreciated stock can turn a tax problem into a
charitable deduction. Such gifts can be used to meet an annual pledge as well as special
gifts such as the “Raise the Roof” campaign. Instead of paying a capital gain on the stock,
you can take a charitable deduction for the full amount of the gift if you itemize deductions.
Please contact the Investment Committee at investmentcomm@nmchurch.org if you would
like information on how to provide a legacy gift to the church, or about donating
appreciated assets,
Dave Elmore, Chair

The Steeple
We hope that everyone enjoys the convenience of having our newsletter available online.
This saves hundreds of dollars in the church budget, as well as helping our environment by
using less paper, ink and other precious resources. Hard copies will be available in the back
of the Sanctuary, side entrance of church and in the Parish House hallway. Please contact
Nicole Henderson at the church office if you need to make different arrangements.
The next issue will be going to press late in August. Reminder notices for articles will be sent at
that time. Have a great summer!
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The Chapel Stitchers
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet in June on Sunday June 24. All are welcome - beginner
and/or advanced stitchers. Join us as we gather in the chapel for a time of faith and
fellowship from 11:30am to 12:30pm.
We will not meet during the month of July, but will pick up our regular second Sunday of the
month meetings on August 12. Look for us in front of the church during New Milford Fair Days
July 27 and 28.

If you need a shawl or know someone who does, please call the church office or see Leslie
Schlemmer. Donations of yarn are always welcome.

Baby Bundles

Baby Bundles is a program which each month provides diapers to families in need in New
Milford. Our church supports this mission through the collection of money and diapers on the
2nd Sunday each month. Please consider bringing packages of diapers and/or baby wipes
to the church for collection, or make a monetary donation using the envelope provided in
the bulletin. If you have any questions please contact Jan McCarthy, Baby Bundles
Chairperson, at j.mccarthy101@sbcglobal.net
Help is needed to supervise the double doors in the Parish House from 4:30 - 5:30 PM on Baby
Bundles distribution Wednesdays. If you have the time to volunteer, please contact Jan
McCarthy or call Nicole Henderson at the Church office. Thank you!
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Food Pantry
Non-perishable foods are gratefully accepted, but cleaning supplies are also needed!
Government subsidies do not cover the purchase of laundry detergent or basic home
cleaning products. You may leave donations in the hutch by the side entrance to the
sanctuary, and they will be brought to the New Milford Social Services office for distribution to
those in need. The first Sunday of each month is Food Pantry Sunday - there are envelopes
tucked into the bulletins for monetary contributions as well.

Thank you!




Pete Richardson for always keeping the lights working in the Parish House.
Dawn Kraft for continued help in the church office on Thursday mornings.

Emergency Shelters
A reminder from CERT, New Milford’s Community Emergency Response Team: During a
widespread power failure or other town emergency, would you know how to find out if an
emergency shelter is open and where it is? It’s easy – just call 2-1-1. The shelter will provide
meals and a safe place to sleep, but there are some things you should bring with you. You
will need emergency contact and medical information, a blanket and pillow, clothes for a
couple of days, personal hygiene items, medications and some food items if you have
dietary restrictions. Make sure you bring medical necessities such as glasses, walkers, hearing
aids, etc. And don’t forget to pack something to occupy your time, like reading materials,
cell phones, games or crafts. It’s always good to have a packed bag ready to grab and go
in any emergency but especially now as we head into winter weather. Be prepared – stay
safe!
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Planned Giving
That’s the name that has come to be associated with gifts to your church or other charity
that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our
church, we recognize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by
receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society. (We also give special
recognition to our Sunday School Teachers, our Deacons, the people who help collate and
mail the Steeple, and so on.)
There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique
circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact
the Church Office for more details.
The simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift is to include the church as a
beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent can guide you on the specific
forms and options available from your insurance company. Just tell them you want to add a
beneficiary; the agent will take it from there.
When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let one of our Pastors know – no
details, just that you made arrangements – so we can appropriately recognize your
generosity. For your convenience, you may use the form below.

                 
________________________________________________________________________



THE DEACON ROGER SHERMAN SOCIETY
A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.


Yes!

Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society.

__________________________________________________________
Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents
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Meet our 2018 Confirmation Class:

Ella Abigail Andrews - Ella is the daughter of David and Nicole Andrews. She is an honor roll
student at Schaghticoke Middle School, as well as a member of American MENSA. She
enjoys playing field hockey and cheerleading for New Milford. Volunteer work is an important
part of Ella’s life, being each year at Christmas time, she sets up a toy drive to help children in
need. Ella also adores counseling each summer at this very church during Vacation Bible
School giving her the opportunity to work with small children. In her free time, Ella loves
vacationing with her family. She also looks forward to attending college preferably in New
York City, and also hopes to work with children in need for many years to come.
Timothy Bensema - Timothy is the son of Mike and Grace Bensema and the older brother to
Amanda Bensema and was born in Somerville, New Jersey. He was baptized at the
Bridgewater United Methodist Church in New Jersey, but moved to New Milford when he was
six months old. He is an 8th grader at Schaghticoke Middle School and an honor roll student.
In the school band, he plays the tuba. Sports wise, he plays hockey with the Northwestern
Icehawks and hopes to play for the New Milford High School hockey team in a couple of
years. Tim enjoys playing Rocket League (a video game for those of you who don’t know)
and Magic the gathering on paper with Stephen and Quinn, but also online. He mainly
watches Baseball, Football, and Hockey on TV, and his favorite teams are the Atlanta Braves
for Baseball, the Atlanta Falcons for football, and the Arizona Coyotes for Hockey.
Quinn William Danvers - Quinn is the son of Kate and Alan Danvers. He has one brother,
Bennett who is 16. Quinn was born in Danbury and was baptized right here in this church. He
is in 8th grade at Schaghticoke Middle School, where his favorite classes are math, social
studies and science, and has been on the Highest Honor Roll for 11 straight semesters. Quinn
also plays the clarinet in band and orchestra. Quinn is a defenseman for the Ridgefield Lions
Bantam AA hockey team and plays lacrosse for New Milford Youth Lacrosse. He likes to
spend his free time relaxing with his dog, Tyson, and talking with his friends. When Quinn
grows up he wants to be either a professional athlete or a lawyer.
Abigail Morgan Davis - Abigail is the daughter of Jason Davis and Amy Davis. Abby was born
in Danbury Hospital and has lived in New Milford her whole life. She is a freshman at Shepaug
Valley School, and is the oldest of 5 siblings; you might know Gretchen, Chelsea, Hope, and
Nate. She has been attending this church since she was seven, has served as an acolyte,
and has been attending or volunteering at Vacation Bible School here since she was 5. She
likes to hang out with her friends, play with babies, swim in the pool during summer, and is
easy to make friends with. Abby always has a smile for everyone she sees. She likes to spend
time with her family, playing games and hanging out watching movies, and likes to help with
special needs kids during school days. She also likes to travel to different places, and is
interested in cooking and trying new foods.
Victoria Maria Gentile - Victoria is the daughter of Michelle and Sam Gentile and is the older
sister to Vanessa and Isabella Gentile. Victoria was born in Danbury and has lived in New
Milford her whole life. Victoria will be 14 October 13th and is currently an eighth grader at
Schaghticoke middle school where she plays field hockey and volleyball. Outside of school
Victoria does USA swimming for the New Milford Barracudas. She enjoys hanging out with
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friends, spending time with family and shopping. She has a great sense of humor and keeps
her family and friends laughing. She has a big heart and is always willing to help someone in
need.
Emma May Henderson - Emma is the daughter of Mike and Nicole Henderson and older sister
to Dylan and Juliet. She was born in Lafayette, IN and moved to New Milford when she was
2. She was baptized at this church in August of 2011. She attends Schaghticoke Middle
School and is a high honor student. She has been invited to attend the Junior National Young
Leaders Conference in Washington D.C. this summer. Emma has been dancing for 10 years,
and enjoys ballet, jazz, theater dance, and her dance company, AIM. As well as
participating in her own classes, she volunteers in primary classes, to help teach younger
dancers. She is also very active in the First Congregational Church, from volunteering at VBS
to assisting Carol McKay. Emma is also part of a Girl Scout troop, which works from planting
flowers, to helping aid loaves and fishes. In her free time, she enjoys reading and spending
time with her friends.
Deanna Jackson - Deanna is 13 years old and the daughter of Bill and Cristina Jackson and
the sister of Sarah and Kellie Jackson. She goes to Schaghticoke Middle School and is in 8th
grade. She is looking forward to going to the New Milford High School next year. Her favorite
classes at school are Art, Practical Arts, and Social Studies. She likes to play with pets, play on
electronics, watch movies on T.V., likes to go to her Auntie Wendy’s house and camping. She
has 3 pets: 2 kittens named Cheeko and Chongo and 1 hamster named Aurora.
Ruby Kaylin McSherry - Ruby is the daughter of Joe and Jennifer McSherry and the younger
sister of Sophie. Ruby was born at Danbury Hospital and was baptized here at FCCNM. Ruby
is a 7th grader at Schaghticoke Middle School, where she receives highest honors. Ruby’s
main passion in life is soccer Having played since she was 3, she is currently on a team in an
Elite League. Ruby is dedicated and hard-working, which has served her well in school and
sports. Outside of soccer, Ruby plays tennis, golf, basketball and is on the school track team.
She enjoys hanging out with friends, watching professional soccer and going to the beach.
Ruby has a great sense of humor and a big heart and is protective of those she loves, having
stood up for others numerous times. She hopes to someday work in sports or orthopedic
medicine. She makes her family proud every day just by being herself.
Bronwyn Gardner Metz - Bronwyn is the daughter of Eric and Erin Metz and older sister to
Daphne and Christian Metz. She was born in Danbury; raised in New Milford and baptized at
this church in November 2004. One month later, she played the special role of “sleeping
baby Jesus in the manger” during First Congregational Church’s Christmas Eve Service!
Bronwyn is an 8th grade Honor Student at Shepaug Middle School. Her passion is Art, but also
greatly enjoys Science and Math class. She hopes to pursue a career in landscape or
architectural design. Extracurricular activities include the Church Youth Group, multiple
softball teams, volleyball, cooking, Girl Scouts and a variety of volunteer work during the
summer months. Bronwyn has a kind and loving heart. She is always willing to lend a hand or
help someone in need. She is excited to be confirmed and is looking forward to becoming a
full member of this wonderful church.
Stephen Terry Mayer – Stephen is the son of Susan Chapin and Paul Mayer. He has 5 older
siblings; Ryan and Michael Chapin plus Maggie, Paulie, and John Mayer. Stephen has lived
in Newtown for his entire life but he goes to church here because his mother and his 2 oldest
brothers grew up going to this church. Stephen has attended Wooster School in Danbury
ever since Pre-K where he is always on the high honor roll. Stephen is going to Taft School in
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Watertown for high school next year. Just like his 2 oldest brothers, Stephen’s biggest passion
is sports He loves to play soccer, basketball, and baseball. In fact, Stephen can’t wait to be
old enough to play softball on the same team with Ryan and Michael. Stephen is also very
musical. He sings in the chorus at school plus he plays the piano quite well. Stephen has
participated in many piano competitions throughout the state usually earning superior
marks. Stephen also loves to travel and has been to 14 different countries so far.
Philip Joseph Passero IV - Philip (better known as PJ) is the son of Philip and Becky Passero. He
is the older brother of Amy. He has lived in New Milford his whole life. PJ is a high honors
student at Schaghticoke Middle School. PJ is a boy scout in Troop 31. He is a Patrol Leader
and has recently achieved the rank of second class. PJ enjoys outdoors activities and
especially camping with his grandparents in Maine. PJ is very active with FCCNM, doing
anything asked of him from ushering to running the LiveStream camera to helping out with
church school and Vacation Bible School.
Colin Robert Swinford - Colin is the son of Brad and Meghan Swinford. He was born in
Lafayette, Indiana and was baptized at this church in October of 2008. He has an older sister
name Paige and a slightly less handsome younger twin brother named Parker. Yes, Colin is 3
minutes older. He attends Schaghticoke middle school and is a high honor roll student. He
was on the cross country team in the fall and is currently on the track and field team at
Schaghticoke. Also he plays flag football, currently is learning to play lacrosse and
represented New Milford on the travel Basketball team. Colin enjoys trying new things and
loves helping out at vacation bible camp.
Parker Allen Swinford - Parker is the son of Brad and Meghan Swinford. He was born in
Lafayette, Indiana and was baptized at this church in October of 2008, He has an older sister
named Paige and a slightly less handsome twin brother named Colin. He attends
Schaghticoke middle school and is a high honor roll student. Parker is on the cross country
and track and field team at Schaghticoke. Outside of school he plays basketball, flag
football, and currently has started playing lacrosse. Parker also enjoyed playing on the New
Milford travel basketball team where he was voted best teammate this season by his team.
He also enjoys helping out at vacation bible camp.
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