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The Steeple Winter 2017- 18

Pastor i The Reverend Michael J. Moran i revmoran@nmchurch.org

Music Director T Sarah Fay 1 musicdirector@nmchurch.org

Manager of Church Operations i Nicole Henderson i nhenderson@nmchurch.org

Bell Choir Director i Sarah Albright i bells@nmchurch.org

Director of Christian Education/Room Manager i Becky Passero i
cedirector@nmchurch.org

Moderator i Donald Tutson, Jr. T moderator@nmchurch.org

Treasurer T Evelyn LeCates T treasurer@nmchurch.org

Recording Secretary i Evelyn Sandberg i secretary@nmchurch.org

Financial Secretary i Deborah Staib 1 financial@nmchurch.org

Steeple Editor i Janet Wittmann 1 steeple@nmchurch.org

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 -12:00 Noon.

Office Phone: 860.354.8232  (Answering Service available 24/7)
Fax Line: 860.354.4327

E-mail: church@nmchurch.org

Web site: www.nmchurch.org
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Pastor6 s Page

Over the river and through the woods to Grandmot her

We have lived throu gh every phase of that Thanksgiving song. As children we shared the
excitement of sitting in the back of the sleigh where the wind does blow to sting the toes and
bite the nose (even though my grandmother lived in the same apartment house in Queens
and | could see her window from my bedroom ).

Later, when we would drive our children from Vermont to New York and New Jersey to see
their grandparents we could easily identify with the adults holding the reins in their hands and
guiding the horses forward.

Now w e are the grandparents and the children and grandchildren travel to us for the

holidays. | dondt think I ife has a sweeter joy th
sounds, smells and surprises of Christmas. The love we share in our homes, the spirit of giving

that grows in our community, and the beautiful worship that fills our churches must be a little

taste of heaven.

There are many traditional Christmas carols that o
verse. But | am particularly fond of a fairly new carol included in our Chalice hymnal. It was

written during a car ride from their home in Wilton to Vermont in 1975, by Dave and lola

Brubeck.

Dave had grown up in California and was fascinated with Mexican folk music. He and lola

we re writing a Mexican Christmas cantata to commemorate the restoration of the California

mi ssion San Luis Rey. During the car ride | ol a sa
but youdbve not made a strong statendmntt haboutt tihse Gs
made visible.o

Brubeck said to h

is wife, ORepeat t Idpetfectpntbfdtineee . 6 0 G
it would go I|ike this

f
, 0 and he hummed the tune. ol
Godds | ove made vi si blGhristislinvicciblet plis levk shallseighl | e !

From love so bountiful, blessings uncountable make death surmountable! His love shall
reign!

Joyfully pray for peace and good will! All of our yearning he will fulfill.
Live in a loving way! Praise him for every  day! Open your hearts and pray. His love shall

reign!

God gave the Son to us to dwell as one of us 8 a blessing unto us! His love shall reign!

To him all honor bring, heaven and earth will sing, praising our Lord and King! His love
shall reign!

Open all doors this day of his birth, all of good will inherit the earth.
His star will always be guiding humanity throughout eternity! His love shall reign!

Please note that since Christmas Eve is a Sunday we will have the pageant in the morning at
10:00 and only one evening service - 8:00 with communion. | look forward to singing Silent
Night with all of you! Merry Christmas!

Rev. Michael Moran



December 3

December 8

December 10

December 16

December 17

December 20

December 24

December 31

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Worship Service d Communion & Advent begins
Advent Workshop & Chili Luncheon

Healing Circle

Worship Service & Second Sunday of Advent
Chapel Stitchers
Christmas Concert

Mends Breakfast

Worship Service & Third Sunday of Advent
Baby Bundles Distribution

Worship Service & Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Pageant
Brunch in Fellowship Hall
Worship Service 8 Communion and Carols
Singing of Silent Night on the steps of the
Church at the end of the service
(weather permitting)

Lessons and carols datSt. Johnos

Epi sco

10:00 AM
Seepagel 7

See page 7
10:00 AM
See pagel 2
See page 5
See page 9
10:00 AM
See page 10
10:00 AM
See page 10

See page 17
8:00 PM

10:00 AM




Prayers

Anyone wishing to submit a prayer request during the week, or to alert the pastor to a need

or a member you have not seen in church for a while is asked to contact Rev. Moran at
revmoran@nmchurch.org  or call the church office at 860 -354-8232. We have an answering
service, so you can call at your convenience, anytime day or night.

Food Pantry

Non -perishable food s are gratefully accepted, but perso nal care items are also ne eded! If
you travel 8 regularly for business or occasionally for pleasure - think about bringing home the
small toiletries provided by most hotels and contributing them to the pantry. You may leave
donations in the hutch by the  side entrance to the sanctuary, and they will be brought to the

New Milford Social Services office for distribution to those in need. The first Sunday of each
month is Food Pantry Sunday - there are envelopes tucked into the bullet ins for monetary
contri butions as well.

Letter to the Congregation

Dear Members and Friends,

I 6m finally ready to retire. [ say final ldthemecaus
at 65 | thought 67 0 then at 67 | thought 70. Now 70 is in the rear view mirror and |1 dm fina
ready to retire. My plan is to finish out the program year and retire at the end of June.

One thing about working in a church is that you get to see many good examples of how

people manage major transitions in their life. Opening this ne w chapter doesndt se
to me because | 6ve had the benefit of seeingd any |
they are among our best volunteers. Closing the chapter of being the pastor of this church

does come with sadness because it has been a w onderful life (and | say that without an

angel named Cl arence thwarting my plans to throw m)
Bet ween Eileen and | we 01l | no doubt have some tear
I 6m hoping this i s ~thachaangesis an oppostumityHo emvisi@nethe future

and feel the energy that comes with the first steps in a new adventure.

I hope | havendt waited wuntil this point to make i
trust the church has placed in me, for the enjoyment of our fellowship, for the hard work of

our staff and volunteer s, and for the inspiration

does its best to love justice, do kindness, and walk humbly with God.

But more on that | at elebratem pyousIClirisimas seasdryandtsix months
of serving the Lord together.

Sincerely,
Michael Moran
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Deaconds Bench

Greetings!

Since | am still fairly new to the church, and still trying to place some faces with names, and
names with faces (a nd some members trying to do the same with me N, | thought | would
start with a brief introduction of myself.

I was born and raised in Danbury, and have worked at Miller -Stephenson in Danbury for over
29 years. | moved to New Milford in 1997 and really en joy making my home here. | enjoy

pl aying gol f, watching sports, and have a 195060s

few of my hobbies.

| had been coming to our beautiful church on and off for many years, then started
attending regularly towards  the end of 2015. | became a member of the church in May of
2016, and started helping teach 6 ™ grade and above church school classes in September of
that year, which has been a very enjoyable and rewarding experience for me.

Around April of this year, | w as asked if | would like to become a Deacon in our church, and it
was something that I di dnot have to think about
have been asked, and | gladly accepted!

As | continue my journey, | realize how truly blessed | am to be a part of such a wonderful
church, and a church family that puts so much love and effort into everything that God has
called them to do.

Ed Falcone
For the Board of Deacons

Music Committee

Dondt fthat tigeeahnual Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 10 at
4pm. Thi s year the Christmas Choir and Village
Renai ssance muesirtylirodpEm®sembl ed. T h e blc.o Rleager t [

bring yo ur friends.

The Christmas Choir and Village Ringers bell choir have been practicing hard for the
Christmas Conce rt. After the concert, Senior C hoir returns to its normal rehearsal schedule of
7:30pm 0 9pm on Thursday nights. The Bell Choir will take a h iatus and will resume practice in
late January. Both choirs welcome new participants mid -year. Please join us or tell your
musical friends about our Music Program. The email address is musicdirector@nmchurch.org

Dave Elmore, Chair

f
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Board of Trustees

1 Trustee Fall Clean -up team leader Cary Westfall, Trustee Bill Jackson and the Board of
Trustees wish to send a special Thank You to Boy Scout Troop 58 for another amazing
clean -up of the church grounds. In a 90 minute whirlwind of activity the entire pr operty
and the Parish House gutters were cleaned of leaves and debris. Cary rented a U -Haul
trailer and it was filled to the top and brought to New Milford Farms for dumping. The
next round of clean -up will be in the spring when Troop 58 returns to spruce up the
grounds with new mulch.

1 The windows have been ordered and the work scheduled for the repairs to the Parish
House. A vehicle struck the ar eaandbthe raddltingpl e He
damage will require the entire front of the building to be r ebuilt from the ground to the
roofline. The bushes will be removed and a protecting barrier installed to keep vehicles
from getting too close to the new structure. There were no reports of injuries and
Nicole will move to a new space in the master office s uite while work is going on.

1 Thank you, Kathy and Jim Lambert for the gift of the beautiful furniture now in Parish
House Room 4. The se custom made pieces are substantial , and at one time were
prominent in their own home. We Gyybarspaudomet hem t o

1T At the time of this report, t he Moder ator 6s Cc
budget that did not rely on the use of endowment fund principal. Additional cost
savings were identified , but enhanced or new forms of income will be necessary to

accomplish the goal. The intention is to have the new proposal ready for approval
before the holidays.

John Wittmann, Chair



Gift Idea

Our 300" Anniversary Medallion makes a thoughtful holiday gift. Shown are front and back

views, as made by Woodbury Pewter ; the actual l ength is 2 3/806 s
ornament or worn as a pendant.  The price is $15, or two for $25. Medallions are available in

the church office, or contact steeple@n mchurch.org

Raise the Roof Capital Campaign

Members of the Capital Campaign Committee would like to thank everyone involved in
making our fundraiser, O0Together As One é Cel ebrati
November 4 t,

In partic ular we would like to thank Valerie Tutson, who traveled from Providence, Rhode
Island and donated her time and story  -telling talent to our event. All proceeds went to our
ORai se the Roofo6 fund.

Many thanks are also extended to our church family and com munity friends that generously

purchased tickets and gifted donations. Many hands and lots of love made this event a

succe ss. After expenses, we cleared $ 3265 towards our ongoing ORai se
Thank you , and may God bless you.

Judy York, Committee Member

Healing Circle

Healing Circle will be held the second Friday of every month. Upcoming meetings will be on
December 8 and January 12 , in the Auditoriu m of the Parish House. This healing circle is free
of charge, and open to all.
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The racist graffitdi spray painted on the front of
Clergy Association to call a meeting at Town Hall to mobilize community acti on to promote

respect, inclusion, and equality. While still in the early stages of formation and planning, the

group has brought together a cross section of our community and has the support of the

Mayor and the Town Council. One outcome we hope for is a n ecumenical Martin Luther
King Day cel ebration. Pl ease speak to (or email)
this groupds email l ist or work on the MLK day obse

In Loving Memory :

Patricia Ann Owen October 10, 2017

Baptism

November 26, 2017 by Rev. Michael Moran
Vivienne Claire Westerberg , daughter of Peter and Megan Westerberg

Offerings / Pledges

Periodic pledge statements were mailed during the summer. If you have any questions
about your financial statement or donation s you have made to the First Congregational
Church, feel free to email Deb Staib, Financial Secretary, at financial@nmchurch.org
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Mends Breakfast

Our mends breakfast date is Decemiskup arbuhd 8:30;We cook
welcome guests and pot  -luck contributions. If you would like to receive an email reminder,
contact revmoran@nmchurch.org

Social Concerns and Missions Committee

We had a very busy fourth quarter of 2017, and eagerly anticipate the beginning of 2018! This
congregation responds so well to the opportunities placed before us! Here is a recap of the
latest work of our church

1 Hunger Walk & at the end of September we participated in the oWal k a Mil e f
Meal 6 program that was sponsored by New Mil for
youth and adult participation. This is becoming a regular event for our church, and it is
a great combination of Mission and Fellowship.

I Emergency Clean -up Buckets & in October, our congregation participated in this
Church World Services program that provides e
clothing and household after a disaster. We set a goal of collecting en ough items to
create 10 buckets, but the respo nse from our congregation was amazing! We
collected enough to create 25 buckets! We also received a matching gift from the
UCC, wh ich enabled us to purchase miscellaneous items needed to complete some
of the buckets. We will look to do more with this progr am in 2018.

9 Dustin Easely Foundation o In November, our church responded again to the need for
turkeys and kitchen help with this initiative that provides delivered meals on
Thanksgiving morning as well as a community meal on Thanksgiving afternoon.

We continue to represent our church with New Milford Refugee Relocation (NMRR). This is

focused on assisting refugees, and i nvol ves FCCcC,
Sholom, and the United Methodist Church. NMRR currently sponsors the Bagula family fro m

the Congo. We have several members of our church family volunteering in this work. The

NMRR is approaching the one year anniversary of the Bagula family arrival, and we will have

the continued need for volunteers in 2018.

Dan Martin, Chair
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A Note of T hanks to the Church Family

| want to extend my sincere thanks to you all for the kindness bestowed on my daughter
Carol and me during her long iliness. The cards, calls, and prayers were very comforting.
Many of you cooked us delicious meals, and what a huge help that was! We loved the
hearty home -cooked food and visiting with you when you brought it to us.

My family and | so appreciated the very lovely reception put on by the Condolence
Committee, and having the opportunity to talk with so many frie nds. | also want to thank the
choir members who were there to lead the hymn singing during the memorial service.

The warmth and generosity remind me that we are truly blessed to have such a supportive
membership and a devoted pastor, whose guidance and leadership are a gift from God.
You all made a difficult journey less difficult for Carol, and | am filled with gratitude for your
being alongside us on that Journey.

It iswonderful to be back with you.

Godods bl essin
Charlotte Bostwick

Baby Bundles

Baby Bundles is a program which each month provides diapers to families in need in New
Milford. Our church supports this mission through the collection of money and diapers on the

2nd Sunday each month. Please consider bringing packages of diap ers and/or baby wipes
to the church for collection, or make a monetary donation using the envelope provided in

the bulletin. If you have any questions please contact Jan McCarthy, Baby Bundles
Chairperson, at j.mccarthyl01@sbcglobal.net

Help is needed to supervise the double doors in the Parish House from 4:30 - 5:30 PM on Baby
Bundles distribution Wednesdays. If you have the time to volunteer, please contact Jan
McCarthy or call Nicole Henderson atthe  Church office.  Thank you!

1C
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Planned Giving

That 6s the name that has come to be associated
that happen after your lifetime. Simply put, you plan now, for a gift that will occur later. In our

church, we recog nize those who have declared they have arranged for a planned gift by

receiving them as members of the Deacon Roger Sherman Society. (We also give special
recognition to our Sunday School Teachers, our Deacons, the people who help collate and

mail the Stee ple, and so on.)

There are many ways to make a planned gift, and depending on your unique
circumstances, some methods are better for you and for the church than others. Contact
the Church Office for more details.

The simplest and most direct way to mak e a planned gift is to include the church as a
beneficiary on your life insurance policy. Your insurance agent can guide you on the specific
forms and options available from your insurance company. Just tell them you want to add a
beneficiary; the agent wi Il take it from there.

When you have arranged your planned gift, be sure to let one of our Pastors know d no
details, just that you made arrangements 0 so we can appropriately recognize your
generosity. For your convenience, you may use the form below.

% %9 % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

THE DEACONROGERSHERMAN SOCIETY

A gift to First Congregational Church of New Milford is in my (our) estate plans.
C YeS! Please count me (us) as a Member of The Deacon Roger Sherman Society.

Please Print Name(s) as you would like them to appear on recognition documents

% %9 % % % % % % % %N % % % % % % % % %

The Steeple

We hope that everyone enjoys the convenience of having our newsletter available online.
This saves hundreds of dollars in the church budget, as well as helping our environment by

using less paper, ink and other precious resources. Hard copies will be available in the
back of the Sanctuary, side entrance of church and in the Parish House hallway. Please
contact Nicole Henderson at the church of fice if you need to make different
arrangements.

11



Sunday Bulletin Deadline

Articles are due to  Nicole Henderson nhenderson@nmchurch.org by Tuesday for the weekly
Parish Notes.

The Chapel Stitchers

Our next meeting will be  December 1 0, in the Chapel, following coffee hour. We welcome
all beginners and/or advanced stitches to join our ministry for a time of faith and fellowship.

Do you know of someone in need of a shawl? They can be given in comfort and solace, or
in celebration and joy - please call the church office or contact Leslie Schlemmer . Donations

of yarn are gratefully accepted.

Sunday Snow Day

Although we have very rarely had to cancel Sunday services because of weather, we have
instituted the following procedures for such occasions:

1 If the Governor declares a state of emergency, the church will be closed and all
activities and meetings canceled.

9 Short of a state of emergency, but facing bad weather, we will hold worship, but it wil
be up to the Music and Christian Education Committees to decide whether their
activities will go on as scheduled.

I The Music and Christian Education Committees will be responsible to develop a
system to notify their volunteers of any cancellations i and t hey should notify the
pastors.

1 Whoever is preaching on that Su nday will notify Channels 3, 8, and the answering
service of any cancellations. The answering service can be reached by calling the
church phone number: (860) 354 -8232.

12
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Investment Committee

This group oversees several funds that are invested in stocks and bonds: Investment Fund,
Endowment Fund, SJ Johnson Fund, Scholarship Fund, and Maintenance Fund. The church
draws about one third of its operating budget from the Investment Fund and income from
the Endowment Fund.

As of October month -end, the Investment Fund balance was $41,425. The church has
withdrawn $97, 000 for operating expenses , which includes principal from the Investment Fund
and income from the Endowment Fund. This fund no longer generates income as the
committee liquidated its small stock holding to provide cash for operations.

The Endowment Fund assets are invested in bonds (68%) and stocks (23%). The balance of
the fund balance is cash. For 2017 through October month -end , the fund has earned
income of $21,237. The value of its assets has gained $18,343.

Dave Elmore, Chair

Emergency Shelters

A reminder from CERT, New Mil fordds Community Eme
widespread power failure or other town emergency, w ould you know how to find out if an
emergency shelter is open dgustccall @ hlelr The shdter wilkpPovidet 6 s e a
meals and a safe place to sleep, but there are some things you should bring with you. You

will need emergency contact and m edical information, a blanket and pillow, clothes for a

couple of days, personal hygiene items, medications and some food items if you have
dietary restrictions. Make sure you bring medical necessities such as glasses, walkers, hearing

ai ds, et c. foAyet tb patlo gorething to occupy your time, like reading materials,

cel |l phones, games or <crafts. |l tds al ways good to
in any emergency but especially now as we head into winter weather. Be prepared 0 stay

safe!

Fellowship Committee

We would like to thank all of those who have supported us with donations o both monetary

and culinary.  Your contributions make a difference. We look forward to your continued

support and invite you to keep bringing your baked good s to coffee hour. Sign up in

Fell owship Hal/l to be our guest baker or drop off
service.

Please remember to join us downstairs every Sunday for a cup of coffee or tea, a snack, and

a chance to chat with your fellow con gregants. There are new peg boards in Fellowship Hall
for just this purpose. Bring your mug and enjoy a hot beverage and a time of fellowship
following worship service each week.

13



Community Service

Project

November 1, 2017— April 30, 2018 |

M:'_ﬂ "
OPERATION GRATITUDE

SENDING CARE PACKAGES TO U.S. MILITARY

Knit or Crochet Scarves
to thank and support
our deployed
U.S. Service Members

~

* For more information call the library at 860-355-1191 x2
Ask for Sue Ford or Jody Hyman

gl
| €,
E
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Keys, Please!

Anyone who has keys to the church they are no long er using, such as Parish House
Auditorium, various classrooms, Taylor Room, Parish House double doors, or Sanctuary, please
help save the church money and return them to Becky . Or, you may drop them through the
mail slot of the church office door. Thank you.

Thank you!

Thanks to Peter Richardson for helping replace light bulbs in the Parish House, and to Bill
Jackson for cleaning out the gutters of the Parish House.

Thank you to Dawn Kraft continued help church office on Thursday mornings.

Constant Contact

The Board of Deacons publishes an e -mail newsletter periodically to the co ngregation. The
First Congregational Church of New Milford Happenings tries to highlight upcoming events

and dates within the church. It does notr eplace the ¢ ontent of The Steeple sent to you via
the U.S. Postal Service. If you cu rrently do not receive this viae -mail and would like to, please
e-mail fccnml0@gmail.com to be added to the mai ling list, or call the church office with
your updated e -mail address. Thank you.

1t
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AmazonSmile

What is AmazonSmile?

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable

organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.am azon.com -
youodoll find the exact same | ow prices, vast select
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase

price to your favorite charitable organization.

How do | shop at Ama zonSmile?

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to  smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.

Can | use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish
List, wedding or baby registry, and ot  her account settings are also the same.

How do | select our church to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?

On your first visit to AmazonSmile ( smile.amazon.com ), you need to select First
Congregational Church, New Milford, CT to receive donations from eligible purchases before
you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, and then every eligible purchase

you make at smile.amazon.com _ will result in a donation.

Youth / Christian Education

Please see following pages.

1€
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December 3, 2017
First Sunday in Advent Celebration & Luncheon for ALL!
11am Fellowship Hall
Bring a container of chili to share
Hot Cocoa & Build a Brownie Sundae Bar!

Craits for all ages, games and greal fellowship!

December 10, 2017
Annual Christmas Concert
4pm Sanctuary
A FREE, family event to spread some Christmas cheer!

December 24, 2017
Annual Christmas Pageant & Brunch
10am Sanctuary
11am Fellowship Hall

Our pageant is fun ior all ages.
Be sure not to miss this small miracle of the unique telling of the Nativity story.
Pageant Rehearsal is Saturday, December 23rd at 9am in the Sanctuary

December 24, 2017
Evening Service
8pm Sanctuary

December 31, 2017

New Year’s Eve Service—"Lessons & Carols”
10am St. John’s Episcopal Church 7 Whittlesey Ave, New Miliord, CT

17
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